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WHO WE ARE

LEAP LAB is a network of  science centers that 
teach self-reliance to build thriving communities.
The extinctions expedition provides a unique, 
first hand experience learning about mass 
extinctions through digging late cretaceous 
dinosaur fossils. We camp on a private ranch, 
sleep under the stars, prospect and excavate 
fossils, and learn about natural history and 
paleontology. The dinosaur skeletons  we find 
will be displayed in future leap lab centers 
across the country, where communities learn 
the science we all need to survive and thrive in a 
rapidly changing world.



This was our 26th EXTINCTIONS EXPEDITION and 
our 8th triceratops skeleton to excavate! We had 
26 crew members join us between July 5-18 to 
work in the excavation site and remove an ilium 
from the ranch. The goal of this expedition is to 
provide fossils to support LEAP LAB hubs in Los 
Angeles, Florida and Lusk, Wyo. 

Your contribution is helping us get there!

GOALS for the 2020 FIELD SEASON
1. Continue excavating “KEN”, the triceratops on top of the ridge.
2. Remove the triceratops ilium from the bottom of the ridge.
3. Look for a new excavation site for 2021.
4. Continue working on the future “Eastern Wyoming Science Center”

OVERVIEW



26 crew members from across the country 
joined us in Lusk, Wyoming for a week in the 
field. We camped on the 7000 acre Petersen 
Ranch where our triceratops excavation site is 
located.

Everyone enjoyed hiking, excavating and in 
camp we watched all of the kids jumping hay 
bales until night brought a blanket of stars.

THE CREW



CONTINUE EXCAVATING “KEN”, 
THE TRICERATOPS ON TOP OF THE RIDGE.

This triceratops skeleton was found in 2016 with the 
discovery of a rib and  shoulder blade. We continued in 
2020 to dig and uncovered a few small additional bones 
and one large bone left in the ground till next year. 

In 2021 we will hopefully complete the excavation by taking 
the site down to bone level. This skeleton is destined for 
Crossroads School for preparation, then delivery to Leap 
Lab Florida.

GOAL 1



GOAL 2

REMOVE THE TRICERATOPS ILIUM 
FROM THE BOTTOM OF THE RIDGE.

Discovered in 2017, we finally removed the 
triceratops ilium with the help of everyone to 
chip away at the fossil, dig a trench around it and 
tunnels under it, plaster wrap the whole thing, 
then convince Clyde Petersen to use his tractor 
to haul it to camp.

It now resides in the science center in Lusk 
where Todd Hoelmer will prepare it for a future 
skeleton there.



GOAL 3

LOOK FOR A NEW EXCAVATION SITE FOR 2021

We found a new site!  Early in the field season 5 yr. 
old. River  Colella Adrian  picked up a fragment 
of a triceratops limb bone. During the last few 
days of the expedition we went back to the 
site to conduct an evaluation. Using a shovel to 
gently scrape the surface area, we felt a “chink” 
underground.  It turned out to be the tip of the 
nose of a triceratops skull!  We covered it up and 
plan to return  summer 2021.



GOAL 4

CONTINUE WORKING ON THE FUTURE “EASTERN WYOMING SCIENCE CENTER”

In 2019 we purchased an 11,000 sq.ft. building in Lusk, Wyoming to become the future 
home of the Eastern Wyoming Nature and Science Center.

Once we transfer ownership to the non-profit Leap Lab this year, we will be able to 
fundraise for the structural and roof repair needs of the building.

In the meantime, we spent the 2020 field season addressing roof leaks and windows, 
until we can fund the major repairs.

In the years ahead, you’ll see this building transform into a science center, packed with 
dinosaurs!



LOOKING FORWARD TO SUMMER 2021!

There’s plenty of work for next year. We will return 
to the site to continue excavating the triceratops 
on top of the ridge, and we have a new site to dig 
into, potentially with a skull!  

We hope you’ll consider coming back next year. If 
not, please pass on our info to others that might 
enjoy the experience. 

We’ll stay in touch throughout the year and keep 
you updated on where the fossils go.  We’re excited 
about the future Eastern Wyoming Nature and 
Science Center. You’re now a part of that future!
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